Why municipal politicians should support genetically engineered (GE) free zones

1. The science About 45% of corn and 85% of soybeans in North America is GE. About 75% of processed foods on supermarket shelves contain GE ingredients. GE crops are not an extension of traditional breeding methods, they are created using high-tech means to produce unnatural combinations of species, e.g. putting “antifreeze” fish genes into tomatoes. The basic science is questionable – it’s impossible to take a gene from one species and incorporate it into another with predictable results.  GE crops have not been demonstrated to be safe; the standards for judgment by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) are lax. When the CFIA reviews an application for a novel food, its “evidence” comes from the corporation making the application.

A January 2001 report from the Royal Society of Canada said it was "scientifically unjustifiable" to presume that GM foods are safe. Likewise, a 2002 report by the UK's Royal Society said that genetic modification "could lead to unpredicted harmful changes in the nutritional state of foods," and recommended that potential health effects of GM foods be rigorously researched. 
2. Supporting local health food production and consumption GE crops are about making profits for large multinationals. Multinationals are interested in large-scale farming and monocropping for maximum profit, not in local communities and small scale farmers. 

3. Environmental risks

Studies over the past decade revealed that GE foods can pose serious risks to humans, domesticated animals, wildlife and the environment. Genetic engineering in agriculture could lead to uncontrolled biological pollution, threatening numerous microbial, plant and animal species with extinction. Once GE crops are introduced into ecosystems, they contaminate conventional and organic products. GE crops are bred to be resistant to glysophate, a non-systemic selective herbicide.  There is increasing concern about the environmental impacts

http://www.sierraclub.ca/national/programs/health-environment/pesticides/glyphosate-fact-sheet.shtml “In the United States, the widespread adoption of Roundup Ready crops combined with the emergence of glyphosate-resistant weeds has driven a more than 15-fold increase in the use of glyphosate on major field crops from 1994 to 2005"
http://www.foei.org/en/publications/pdfs/gmcrops2008full.pdf
http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=Monsanto_and_the_Roundup_Ready_Controversy
3. Health risks

Human health effects can include higher risks of toxicity, allergenicity, antibiotic resistance, immune-suppression and cancer. There are several well-documented cases of adverse health reactions from GE foods, e.g. allergic reactions to StarLink corn.

65 health risks of GM foods are documented in Jeffrey Smith's book “Genetic Roulette: The Documented Health Risks of Genetically Engineered Foods”
http://www.seedsofdeception.com/Public/GeneticRoulette/HealthRisksofGMFoodsSummaryDebate/index.cfm
4. Feeding the world? Corporations claim that GE crops can help feed the world. But hunger is a problem of food distribution, not just production. Most famines happen because people can’t afford to buy food, not because food is not available. Right now there is enough food around to feed everyone, and for the first time in our history there are more overweight than hungry people – that’s about 15 per cent of the world’s population who eat too much.

For more information click the links above or go to www.cban.ca or www.gefreebc.org









