Genetically Engineered (GE) Free Zones – why you should support them
There’s a global movement supporting local and organic agriculture and against the corporate control of food. We think people should eat healthily, support local farmers, and that growing and eating food should be part of a creative culture that supports the environment.

Around the world, local farmers and communities have said no to genetic engineering
Over 30 countries, including Australia, New Zealand, China, and Russia, have GE free zones. In Europe, more than 230 regions, over 4200 municipalities and tens of thousands of farmers and food producers declared themselves GE free. In Vermont, 83 towns have passed resolutions against GE crops. And here in B.C., Powell River Regional District has declared itself a genetically engineered free crop zone, and the Southern Gulf Islands and Hornby Island declared they would avoid the use of crops that have been genetically modified.
What’s wrong with GE crops and trees?

Feeding the world? Corporations claim that GE crops can help feed the world. But hunger is a problem of food distribution, not just production. Most famines happen because people can’t afford to buy food, not because food is not available. Right now there is enough food around to feed everyone, and for the first time in our history there are more overweight than hungry people – that’s about 15 per cent of the world’s population who eat too much.

The science About 45% of corn and 85% of soybeans in North America is GE. About 75% of processed foods on supermarket shelves – from soup to soda, crackers to condiments – contain GE ingredients. GE crops are not an extension of traditional breeding methods, they are created using high-tech means to produce unnatural combinations of species, e.g. putting “antifreeze” fish genes into tomatoes. The basic science is questionable – it’s impossible to take a gene from one species and incorporate it into another with predictable results.  GE crops have not been demonstrated to be safe; the standards for judgment by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) are lax. When the CFIA reviews an application for a novel food, its “evidence” comes from the corporation making the application.


The environment Studies over the past decade revealed that GE foods can pose serious risks to humans, domesticated animals, wildlife and the environment. Genetic engineering in agriculture could lead to uncontrolled biological pollution, threatening numerous microbial, plant and animal species with extinction. Once GE crops are introduced into ecosystems, they contaminate conventional and organic products. 

Your health Human health effects can include higher risks of toxicity, allergenicity, antibiotic resistance, immune-suppression and cancer. There are several well-documented cases of adverse health reactions from GE foods, e.g. allergic reactions to StarLink corn.

The key issue of control of the food supply.  Corporations want GE crops because they’re patentable, which means the company owns all of the plants and their offspring.  

Establishing a GE Free zone means telling corporations that they don’t own your food.




What is a GE Free zone?


Establishing a GE Free Zone means getting a resolution passed by your municipal government. While this does not have force in law – it is not a by-law – it sends a clear message that genetic engineering is not wanted in the municipality or region.








‘In response to concern raised by our customers…we have decided to remove, as far as possible, genetically modified soy and maize (corn) from all food products served in our restaurant. We will continue to work with our suppliers to replace GM soy and maize with non-GM ingredients…We have taken the above steps to ensure that you, the customer, can feel confident in the food we serve.’





Statement from the cafeteria of Montsanto’s UK HQ in High Wycombe, England
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