Sample Resolution/ Petition Calling for a Moratorium on the Release into the Environment of GE Crops

Municipality
1. Findings

WHEREAS, it is impossible to prevent pollen and seed flow between open-air agro-ecosystems;

WHEREAS, the flow of genetic material between genetically engineered crops, organic and non-GE crops threatens the economic value of harvests and exposes farmers to legal challenges;

WHEREAS, the flow of pollen between crops and wild relatives introduces novel GE traits into local ecosystems and threaten existing environmental elements;

WHEREAS, the introduction of herbicide tolerance (e.g. Roundup Ready) and the associated widespread use of glyphosate and other herbicides has already produced resistant weedy varieties of crops and crop-relatives;

WHEREAS, the federal government has yet to fully implement the recommendations issued by the Royal Society of Canada for the proper regulation of agricultural biotechnology and genetically engineered products to prevent harm;

WHEREAS, the Community Charter specifies the purposes of a municipality to include, “fostering the economic, social and environmental well-being of its community”;

WHEREAS, the Community Charter grants councils the right and responsibility to council “impose requirements in relation to:

(g) the health, safety or protection of persons or property in relation to matters referred to in section 63 [protection of persons and property]; 

(h) the protection and enhancement of the well-being of its community in relation to the matters referred to in section 64 [nuisances, disturbances and other objectionable situations];

(i) public health;

(j) protection of the natural environment;

(k) animals;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that _________ (municipality) strongly discourage the release into the environment, use or sale of live, self-reproducing genetically engineered organisms or reproductively viable component thereof within the areas governed by its constituents until the long-term consequences of such products and organisms are fully understood or have been sufficiently shown to have no deleterious environmental, economic and health effects.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that nothing in this resolution shall prevent (1) the use of GE crops and animals in scientific research or education under secure, enclosed laboratory conditions that prevent the flow of genetic material to the outside environment; (2) the diagnosis or treatment of illness by a licensed health care practitioner or veterinarian.

2. Definitions:

For the purposes of this resolution the following terms are defined accordingly:

(a) “Genetic engineering” refers to the direct manipulation of an organism’s DNA using recombinant DNA technology. For the purposes of this resolution genetic engineering does NOT include traditional selective breeding, conjugation, fermentation, hybridization, in vitro fertilization, tissue culture, or marker assisted selection.

(b) “Genetically engineered organism” refers to specific organisms whose DNA have been intentionally manipulated using recombinant DNA technology.

(c) “Organism” refers to any living thing, exclusive of human beings.

(d)  “Live, self reproducing genetically engineered organism” refer to any organism or part thereof which is capable of regenerating itself on its own or in the body or cell of another organism, including those in which reproduction is limited by the genetic use restriction technologies, and whose genetic material has been modified by modern biotechnology in a way which does not occur naturally by mating or recombination.
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